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San Diego Blood Bank Hosts Drive in Coordination with  

Operation “Saving Captain Ryan”  
 

SAN DIEGO (May 27, 2016) – San Diego Blood Bank, primary supplier of blood to the 

majority of hospitals in San Diego County, is hosting a blood drive and bone marrow registration 

in coordination with the family of Ryan Wilcox, the Grossmont High School student who’s 

battling cancer and was recently visited by Chris Evans of Captain America fame, Robert 

Downey Jr. and Gwenyth Paltrow.   

 

The drive will take place this Saturday, May 28th from 10 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. at Fletcher Hills 

Shopping Center located at 2860 Fletcher Parkway in El Cajon.  The San Diego Blood Bank is 

encouraging anyone without an existing appointment to donate in Ryan’s name at the SDBB East 

County Donor Center located at 776 Arnele Avenue in El Cajon, which is open from 8 a.m. – 4 

p.m. Appointments are not needed for bone marrow registration.   

 

Ryan received his first blood transfusion while battling a brain tumor when he was 3 years 

old.  Almost 14 years later, Ryan was diagnosed with the blood disorder Myelodysplastic 

Syndrome, a type of cancer in which the bone marrow does not make enough healthy blood 

cells and there are abnormal cells in the blood and/or bone marrow. He received a bone marrow 

transplant with marrow from his sister, but has since relapsed.  Ryan has received over 100 blood 

and platelet transfusions and continues to need them weekly.  

 

To be eligible to donate blood you must be at least 17 years old (15 and 16 year olds may donate 

with parental consent), weigh at least 114 pounds and be in general good health. SDBB is 

dedicated to community health by providing a reliable supply of blood to patients in need. Our 

vision is to further ensure the health of our community by simultaneously delivering related 

health and wellness education and services and extending into research.  SDBB is an 

independent, 501(c)(3) non-profit  that serves hospitals in San Diego, Orange, Imperial and Los 

Angeles counties with blood transfusion products and reference laboratory services.  

SDBB currently operates six local donor centers and 10 bloodmobiles. SDBB’s Cell Therapy 

Program provides lifesaving stem cell transplants to patients worldwide. For more information 

about SDBB, visit www.sandiegobloodbankorg or connect with us on Facebook and Twitter.   
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